2. The subject of the proposed amendments of the Medical Act was resumed, and the following resolutions were agreed to :? " The Branch Council for Scotland having, in terms of the remit made to them by the General Medical Council, considered carefully the subject of the amendment of ' The Medical Acts,' particularly with reference to Clauses xx., xxxi., and xl. of 'The Medical Act, 1858,' 21 & 22 Vict., cap. 90,?Resolve, that any Act for amending the Medical Act should be restricted to specific clauses, whereby the following objects may be carried out :?(1.) To confer on the Medical Council definite powers to issue to the various licensing bodies regulations on the subjects of preliminary and professional education and examination. (2.) To amend Clause xl., so as to render it more efficient than it has hitherto been, for enabling the public to distinguish between qualified and unqualified practitioners, and for preventing unqualified practitioners from assuming medical titles to which they have no right."
In order to carry out the first of these objects, the Branch Council recommend clauses to the following effect:? " That it shall be lawful for the General Medical Council from time to time to issue to the various licensing bodies such regulations respecting the preliminary and professional education and examination of persons desirous of obtaining any of the qualifications mentioned in Schedule (A) to the ' Medical Act,' as may appear to the Council fitted to secure, on the part of such persons, the requisite knowledge and skill for the efficient practice of their profession. That all such regulations as shall have been passed by a majority of two-thirds of the General Council shall be obligatory on all universities, colleges, and other bodies enumerated in Schedule (A) to the Medical Act of 1858. That, in the event of any of the said bodies not conforming to such regulations, it shall be lawful for the General Council, if they see fit, to intimate to the said body that it has not conformed to such regulations ; and to direct that, in the event of the said body not conforming within six months after such intimation, the qualification granted by such body, after the lapse of the said period of six months, shall hot be registered. That it shall be lawful for any body in regard to which such direction shall have been given, to appeal to the Privy Council, who shall have power, if they see cause, to disallow the direction of the Medical Council. That it shall be lawful for the General Council to restore any right to registration which may have been suspended by them, when they shall be satisfied that their regulations have been conformed to."
In order to carry out the second of these objects, the Branch Council recommend a clause to the following effect:? " It shall not be lawful for any person, unless registered under tliis^ Act, to practise any branch of the profession, taking or using the name or title of a Physician, Doctor [FEB.
tionable in it would be obviated were the combination and co-operation of the licensing bodies, as provided for by Clause xix., encouraged or even made obligatory, so that facilities may be given to medical students for acquiring the complete or double qualification, without having to pass repeated examinations on the same subjects, which is at once irksome and unnecessary; and, in order that the public may be best provided with general practitioners, who have been educated and tested in every branch of the profession, as well physic as surgery." It was resolved? 4. " That the Branch Council consider that it is highly expedient that a bill for amending the Medical Acts should be prepared and submitted to the Home Secretary within two months from the present time, so that it may be possible to have it introduced into Parliament, and passed into a law during the ensuing session of Parliament." 5. The Registrar laid on the table the registers of medical students which had been transmitted to him by the various licensing bodies in Scotland.
In laying these returns before the Branch Council, the Registrar intimated, that, from the number of blanks occurring in them, it was impossible for him to comply with the 4th regulation of the General Medical Council, and to frame an accurate register of medical students.
The Branch Council resolve to report this to the General Medical Council, as an illustration of the necessity which exists for enabling the Council to issue regulations of a compulsory character.
6. The Treasurer's annual accounts, with Auditors' report thereon, likewise the Treasurer's statement of gross receipts during the past year, were read, approved, and ordered to be printed with the minutes. 
